
 

Spring/Summer 2022 
Opening of New Housing Project: Clover Gardens 

Chrysalis Center Real Estate Corporation (CCREC) is excited to  

announce the opening of its newest affordable housing project 

Clover Gardens! The Clover Garden campus is in the Asylum Hill 

neighborhood of Hartford, consisting of four historically  

renovated properties. The properties are located at 834, 846,  

852 Asylum Avenue, and 1 Huntington Street.  
 

Clover Gardens welcomed its first tenants in December. The  

project consists of three mansions, formerly housing Jumoke 

Academy on Asylum Avenue, and one apartment building located 

on Huntington Street. The property was  named “Clover Gardens” 

after a four-leaf clover, each clover leaf representing one of the 

four buildings. 
 

The three historic 1920s homes and the Tudor-style apartment 

building designed circa 1924, house 32 mixed-income apartments, 

consisting of studio, one, two and three-bedroom units. Eight of these units have been set aside for HARC, a  

Hartford-based nonprofit, that provides lifetime support to those living with developmental disabilities. The unique  

historical architecture and details within the three mansions was retained during the renovation. Details such as  

intricate interior trim and casings, fireplaces, stained glass windows, and staircases were incorporated in the final  

design. 
 

Clover Gardens, like many CCREC properties, is grateful to receive funding from the State of Connecticut Department  

of Housing (DOH), City of Hartford HOME Funds, Low Income Tax Credit (LIHTC), State Historic Tax Credits (SHPO) and 

Federal Historic Tax Credits (NPS). 
 

Chrysalis Center Real Estate Corporation (CCREC) is a 501(c) (25) tax-exempt real estate holding corporation for  

Chrysalis Center, Inc. Established in 2003, CCREC preserves and develops housing throughout the State of Connecticut. 

CCREC has its own Board of Directors to ensure the production of quality housing that compliments each distinct  

neighborhood where housing is built. 



Chrysalis Center Recognized as Top 3% in Nation for all Health  

and Human Services Nonprofits 
The Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) International announced that 

Chrysalis Center has received the highest recommendation for a period of three years for its Case 

Management/Services Coordination: Mental Health (Adults) and Community Integration: Mental 

Health (Consumer-Run). A review of over 1,400 standards, Chrysalis Center received only 2.5  

recommendations, placing them in the top 3% of all health and human service nonprofits in the 

nation and internationally.   

CARF is an independent, nonprofit accrediting body whose mission is to promote the quality, value, and optimal  

outcomes of services through a consultative accreditation process and continuous improvement services that center  

on enhancing the lives of persons served.  

This accreditation decision represents the highest level that can be awarded to an organization. Organizations receiving 

a three-year accreditation have participated in a rigorous peer-review process and demonstrated to a team of  

surveyors that its programs and services are measurable, accountable, and of the highest quality. 

 “Accreditation recognizes the high performance of our employees and commitment to quality care for our clients.  

We are very proud of this achievement” said Sharon L. Castelli, CEO of Chrysalis Center. 

Congratulations to all Chrysalis Center staff for putting in the hard work, day in and day out, to maintain such high 

standards. 

Recently, Chrysalis Center was awarded two grants to continue providing support to those in need. 
 

American Savings Foundation generously awarded a community grant in the amount of 

$5,000 to benefit St. Philip House, a program of Chrysalis Center located in Plainville,  

Connecticut. St. Philip House provides support to individuals and families living with HIV/AIDS 

with onsite case management associated with housing activities in areas such as access to 

medical services, legal needs, food and nutrition and HIV/AIDS support. 

 

Nutmeg Foundation provided a  $50,000 grant to support the expansion of 

Chrysalis Center’s Urban Roots Hydroponic Grow Center.  This grant will allow 

for the addition of 120 bucket grow stations and significantly increase the 

amount of fresh, healthy foods available to program participants.   

The buildout of hydroponics will provide additional growing space for the development of fruiting vegetables such as 

 tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, eggplant, and hot peppers, producing more fresh vegetable products throughout  

the year.  

The additional produce grown in Urban Roots will be provided to La Cocina Catering, Freshplace food pantry, and will 

be sold at the Homestead Farmers’ Market June through October. 

Chrysalis Center Offers Its Sincere Thanks to Our Grant Funders  



During the months of April and May, Chrysalis Center is hosting its annual “Donation  

Creation” spring food drive to help  fill the shelves of Freshplace, the organization’s  

innovative client-choice, fresh food and case management pantry. Freshplace serves up  

to 100 families living in the Asylum Hill, Clay Arsenal, and Upper Albany neighborhoods of 

Hartford. 

Chrysalis Center invites individuals, schools and corporations to organize, form teams, and 

collect nonperishable food items throughout April and May when a  

decrease in food donations is commonly seen. The organization also  

encourages as many teams as possible to: 

• Create a “creation’ or “sculpture” with the food donations 
• Snap a photo and  
• Send it in to be entered into a contest. 

 
The organization’s goal is to collect 5,000 non-perishable food items to feed 

clients throughout the summer months. In addition, online donations are 

also encouraged to help the organization purchase food.  

To register a team and receive a tool kit with instructions, email Sarah 

Mitchell at smitchell@chrysaliscenterct.org or call 860-263-4418. 

Donation Creation is Back! 

Volunteer Appreciation Month 
Volunteers are the backbone of all nonprofit organizations. Volunteers give their time, energy, and talent to help 

those in need without looking for anything in return. 

April has nationally been designated as Volunteer Appreciation Month.  During April, Chrysalis Center recognized the 

200 plus volunteers who help keep the organization going with their time and talent. 

At any time, Chrysalis volunteers can be found helping out in the Freshplace food pantry, La Cocina Catering, Urban 

Roots Hydroponic Grow Center, Railway Gardens, the Food Forest, Homestead Farmers’ Market, Recovery and  

Empowerment Center, many supportive housing sites, and helping with assorted Virtual Volunteering opportunities. 

Chrysalis Center loves their volunteers and would like to personally thank ALL the volunteers who dedicated their time 

and talent to help Chrysalis Center clients transform their lives! 

If you are looking to volunteer with Chrysalis Center, email Sarah Mitchell at  smitchell@chrysaliscenterct.org or call 

860-263-4418, for additional information.  



CLIENT SPOTLIGHT – Meet Lavaughn  

Lavaughn was referred to Chrysalis Center’s case management team after being displaced 

by a fire in 2017. The Chrysalis team was able to find housing for Lavaughn at Cosgrove 

Commons, a supportive housing project owned and operated by Chrysalis Center Real  

Estate Corporation with case management services provided by Chrysalis Center.   

Once Lavaughn was stably housed, he became determined to address his mental health. 

With the help of his case manager Monique, Lavaughn began setting goals. 

Focusing on maintaining his mental health and working toward employment provided 

Lavaughn with the motivation he needed to attend a local tractor-trailer truck driving 

school. “It’s hard work but you gotta keep being focused so you can move up in life”, said 

Lavaughn. Now, as a graduate with a CDL license, Lavaughn will be starting a new job for a 

food distribution company in the coming months.  

Having achieved this goal, Lavaughn is working towards his next - saving enough money to have a solid foundation for 

his family. Congratulations Lavaughn! 

Empty Bowls: Coming Together to Help End Hunger—Thank You! 

Thank you to all who joined Chrysalis Center for the Virtual Empty 

Bowls event in March! With your generous support Chrysalis  

Center raised $3,800 to support the organization’s Food Hub.  

Chrysalis Center’s Food Hub Programs consist of  Freshplace, Urban 

Roots Hydroponics Grow Center, Homestead Farmers’ Market,  

Railway Gardens, Food Forest, La Cocina Culinary Arts Training  

Program and La Cocina Catering. These programs benefit those living 

in the poorest areas of Hartford and surrounding communities by 

offering fresh food products, along with staple goods and case  

management services. 

A donation made to the Empty Bowls event provided each donor 

with a simple bowl of soup, made by La Cocina Culinary Art students, 

and a handcrafted artisan bowl, both reminders of those living daily 

with food insecurity.  

Thank you to the artisans who donated bowls to the events: Bramble Ceramics, Gildersleeve Pottery Studio, Glazed 

Pottery Painting and Art Studio, The Firestone, Stoneware Alchemy Ceramic, Summer Green Pottery, and Ann Lennon 

& Friends. A special thank you to our event sponsors: Price Chopper Golub Foundation, Rotary Club of Avon-Canton 

and Elmwood Productions for their generosity!  



Exceptional Women Recognized by Soroptimist International of Greater Hartford 
During Women’s History Month, Sharon L. Castelli, Chief Executive Officer 

of Chrysalis Center & Chrysalis Center Real Estate Corporation along with 

Sarah Mitchell, Development Associate for Chrysalis Center were  

nominated as one of 31 Exceptional Women during Women’s History 

Month 2022 by the Soroptimist International of Greater Hartford.  

The women nominated by Soroptimist International of Greater Hartford 

were chosen for their dedication to making the world a better place to live, 

who have dedicated their career and/or volunteer time to help others, and 

who typically fly under the radar because they do this to contribute to the 

greater good, not for recognition. 

Chrysalis Center congratulates these two amazing women. 

New Faces at Chrysalis Center 
Chrysalis Center is pleased to welcome new Board member Anne Foley 

and returning Board members, Maisie Russell and Carol Larco-Muryzn 

to their Board of Directors. Chrysalis Center also welcomes Manny 

Martinez as their new Director of Development and Communications. 
 

Ms. Foley of West Hartford is an Adjunct Faculty member at the  

University of Connecticut School of Social Work and retired  

Undersecretary to the Office of Policy and Management, Health and 

Human Services Policy and Planning Division.  

Ms. Russell of West Hartford is the Assistant Vice President of  

Corporate Tax at Travelers Companies Inc. and an adjunct faculty 

member at the University of Hartford where she teaches corporate 

state income tax. In 2013, Ms. Russell received a distinguished volunteer award from Chrysalis Center, for recognition 

of her service and dedication to the organization. Ms. Russell has rejoined the board after a two-year hiatus. 

Ms. Larco-Muryzn also rejoins the Chrysalis Center Board. She is a longtime volunteer and supporter of the  

organization. Ms. Larco-Muryzn is a retired, seasoned marketing executive having had over 25 years in the insurance 

industry and brings strong leadership skills to the Board of Directors. In addition to serving on the Board of Directors, 

Ms. Larco-Murzyn is a member of the Butterfly Bash Planning Committee.   

Mr. Martinez has joined Chrysalis Center as the new Director of Development and Communications. He comes to 

Chrysalis Center from Middlesex United Way. In his most recent role, he was responsible for initiating, implementing, 

and expanding development strategies to help achieve organizational fundraising goals. Mr. Martinez’s professional 

career has been in the nonprofit sector, with 16 years of experience, including the Boys & Girls Clubs and  Boy Scouts  

of America. Mr. Martinez’s previous experience as a development director will transition perfectly into his role at 

Chrysalis Center. Mr. Martinez will be using his leadership, fundraising, and interpersonal skills to help achieve  

organizational goals. “I am so happy to be a part of a great organization doing incredible things in Hartford and 

throughout the state and look forward to bringing my skills and experiences to the continuous success of Chrysalis  

Center,” Mr. Martinez said. 
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SAVE THE DATE 

Annual Butterfly Bash – October 13, 2022 

Chrysalis Center’s Annual Butterfly Bash will be held  

Thursday, October 13 from 5:00-8:00pm at the Hartford 

Marriott Downtown. Chrysalis Center is excited to be able 

to once again hold this event in person! 

As the organization’s signature fundraising event, Chrysalis 

Center invites everyone to join the festivities, as the  

organization raise critical funds and awareness of the many programs offered  

to help individuals transform their lives. Additional event information will be 

available late spring/early summer. 

 

If you would like to join Chrysalis Center’s Honorary Committee, be a Table  

Captain, Sponsor or to donate an auction item please contact Manny Martinez, 

Director of Development & Communications at 

mmartinez@chrysaliscenterct.org  or call 860-263-4425. 


