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Chrysalis Center Provides More Homes and Services
for Connecticut Veterans
Housing is one of the most basic needs to maintain stability in life. Chrysalis Center’s mission to provide
supportive services to transform lives is seen firsthand in our Veteran Support Services (VSS) program. VSS is a
supportive housing program which works with homeless/formerly homeless Veterans to provide safe and secure
housing throughout Connecticut. The Veterans in the program represent all branches of service, are combat and
non-combat, and from various war and non-wartime service. VSS currently has 350 Veterans participating in the
program. Chrysalis Center provides case management services to help Veterans and work towards
resolving/managing the issues which led them to homelessness.
This June, Chrysalis Center, in partnership with the
Stafford Housing Authority and Connecticut Housing
Finance Authority, celebrated the grand opening of
Woodland Springs, which provides affordable/supportive
housing in Stafford Springs. This site provides 16 Veterans
with a beautiful and safe place to call home, with
Chrysalis Center staff providing case management services.
Today, Chrysalis Center is proud to provide supportive
services to Veterans living throughout the State,
including Cosgrove Commons (Hartford), Legion Court
(Hartford), Phelps Village (Rockville/Vernon),
Victory Gardens (Newington), Patriots Landing
(Rocky Hill), Woodland Springs (Stafford Springs)
and Victoria Gardens (Waterford).
We are excited to announce we are in the process of
opening two new affordable/supportive Veteran
residences: The Elms, located in Bristol and in partnership
with the Bristol Housing Authority, and Courtland Arms,
located in New Britain. These units will provide even
more housing for Veterans who are homeless or on
the brink of homelessness.
Helping Veterans come out of homelessness and
regain stability renews their sense of pride, purpose,
and self-worth. It is a part of our mission, and a way for
us to show thanks to them for their services and sacrifice
to our country.
To learn more about our Veteran Support Services visit
www.ChrysalisCenterCT.org.

Deanna Doerr, Veterans Support Services Program Manager and
Jacquelyn Dubour,Veterans Case Manager stand with Veteran clients
Gareth and Joe at the Grand Opening of Woodland Springs.
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Sharon Says:

Dear Friends,
I hope you all had a wonderful summer. Throughout these past few months as the temperature rises, many enjoy
a slower pace of life. However, here at Chrysalis Center, we have been anything but slow. As you have read in
our cover story, we are thrilled to be able to help more Veterans find homes and provide them with supportive
wrap-around services. This means that more heroes are living on their own, out of shelters and regaining their
independence.
We have seen the tremendous impact our vegetable gardens provide to our clients; in our Freshplace food pantry,
at our Homestead Farmers’ Market and as they are used in our La Cocina’s Culinary Arts Training Program, as well
as in our offsite catering.
Earlier this year, we announced that through our social enterprises, La Cocina Culinary Arts Program,
La Cocina offsite catering and the TCC (Training & Conference Center), Chrysalis Center has gone beyond
traditional fundraising methods to transform the lives of the underserved in our communities with these
programs. We are providing individuals with job readiness and skills throughout the state and increasing their
opportunity to find a job.. Our goal is to raise $100,000 by the end of summer to reach Phase 1 of our expansion,
and we invite you to join us in this initiative and transform more lives. The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
will generously match each gift if sent in by September 13th (up to $40,000). If you are interested in learning
more about our social enterprise initiatives, please let us know.
As we begin to countdown the final days of summer, I am particularly grateful to all of you who continue to
support us both financially and through giving of your time. Your generous gifts help to advance our mission,
sustain our programs, and help us serve many who are going through some difficult challenges. I look forward
to seeing you at our Butterfly Bash in October and at our many fall events we have lined up!
Thank you for all you do.
Be well,

Donation Creation

C

hrysalis Center’s 4th Annual Donation Creation food drive and sculpture competition was a great success! Thank
you to the six companies who participated this year! Each group held a food drive and made an artistic creation out
of the donated food items. We are grateful for the 3,050 nonperishable food items donated to Freshplace which will
help ensure our members have food throughout the summer months.
Top Can and Facebook Fan Favorite:
ARRIS, a subsidiary of CommScope - Minion
Most Cans Used:
SMC Partners - The Giving Tree
Thank you to ALL those who participated in this annual event:
- ARRIS, a subsidiary of COMMSCOPE - Minion
- Crosskey Architects – Pokemon
- Gallagher Insurance – Spring Flowers
- Hartford Artisans Weaving Center – Where the Wild Things Are
- SMC Partners – The Giving Tree
- Whittlesey – Dunkin Donuts Stadium, home of the Yard Goats
For more information on how you, your business, or group can
participate next May, please contact Ellyn Laramie at
elaramine@chyrsaliscenterct.org or 860-263-4419.

Getting Help...Getting Better...Giving Back.
CLIENT SPOTLIGHT: MEET THOMAS
“Working here is my therapy. I feel at peace.”
Thomas, Chrysalis Center client since 2015

Before coming to Chrysalis Center, Thomas was
homeless and living in a local men’s shelter.
Today, he is living in his own apartment and
feels he has found his purpose. As a member
of Chrysalis Center’s Community Support
Program (CSP), Thomas receives personalized
services and works on achieving his goals. He
is a proud graduate of La Cocina’s Culinary
Arts Training Program and volunteers alongside Chef Chris every day, Monday through
Friday. Prior to having Chrysalis Center in
his life, Thomas said his life was without a
purpose or direction- but today he feels at
peace and loves to give back to the place
which helped him find meaning in his life.
He is a familiar face to everyone at Chrysalis,
and truly represents a life transformed!

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:
AILEEN

Community Spotlight:
Lincoln Financial and Newgate Farms
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or the past two years, Freshplace has been the beneficiary
of Lincoln Financial’s “Farm Share” program. Lincoln
Financial employees raised funds to purchase one share of
produce from Newgate Farms, located in Windsor. In addition,
Newgate farmer Judi Sedor, matched this share, so that
Freshplace now receives two shares. Thank you Lincoln
Financial and Farmer Judi for your generosity and support in
providing delicious farm produce for many of our clients!

Aileen has been volunteering in Freshplace since
2018 and is someone who connects with the
members always thinking of special ways to support
them. She not only volunteers weekly, but Aileen
and her family make birthday boxes for members.
Each box contains everything they need to
celebrate a birthday in their family, including cake
mix, decorations, candles, napkins and more. “It’s a
bit of sunshine for the members of Freshplace,” said
Ellyn Laramie, Volunteer Manager. In addition,
Aileen has coordinated a food drive at her college
and regularly donates personal care items to
Freshplace. Thank you, Aileen, for making our members feel so special.

15th Annual Butterfly

S

Bash to Benefit Chrysalis Center

ave the date and join us for the 15th Annual
Butterfly Bash on Thursday, October 10, 2019
6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. at Hartford Marriott Downtown,
200 Columbus Blvd in Hartford. The Butterfly Bash is
the signature fundraising event for Chrysalis Center,
raising much-needed funds to help people in need
transform their lives.
We have moved our venue offsite to accommodate
more guests, and are excited to once again have Renee
DiNino from iHeartMedia joining us as Master of
Ceremonies! The evening will feature a seated dinner,
entertainment, as well as live and silent auctions.
In honor of the 15th anniversary of the Bash, our
theme is RUBY RED, and we can’t wait to WOW you
with a fabulous evening! Our planning committee has
been busy organizing and securing generous sponsors,
honorary committee members, fabulous auction items
and entertainment; all to raise awareness and funds to
support Chrysalis Center’s mission.

Bash!
OCTOBER 10, 2019

6:00 PM - 9:30 PM

HARTFORD MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN

Support from individuals, businesses and organizations is
critical for us to reach our goal and help transform more
lives! We invite you to join us in a variety of ways:
• Join the Honorary Committee*
• Become a Sponsor*
• Donate an Auction Item – Email Sarah Mitchell at
smitchell@chryasliscenterct.org
• Purchase a Program Ad- Email Sarah Mitchell
• Purchase a Table (10 seats) - Tables can be purchased @
ButterflyBash.givesmart.com
• Attend the Event – Tickets can be purchased @
ButterflyBash.givesmart.com
To join the Honorary Committee or Become a Sponsor,
please contact Adria Giordano, Director of Development at
agiordano@chrysaliscenterct.org or directly at
860-263-4425.

Homestead Farmers’ Market

O

ur Homestead Farmers’ Market
officially opened for the season in June
in the upper parking lot of Chrysalis
Center’s Hartford campus at 255
Homestead Avenue. The Market is open
every Wednesday afternoon from 2:00
pm – 5:00 pm through October 9, 2019
Providing access to fresh produce and
vegetables to our neighbors and the
community is the primary goal. We are
fortunate to partner with local farmers
and sell delicious honey from Forgotten
Acres Farms in Windsor and an
assortment of greens from Farmer
Derrick of Red, Gold & Green, LLC,
as well as lettuce, basil and microgreens
grown on-site at our Urban Roots
hydroponic grow center. Throughout
the season we surprise visitors with
guests from the Yard Goats, Hartford
Fire Department and Wolf Pack, as well
as provide give-a-ways for everyone
who stops by.
Open to the public, the Market accepts
cash, credit, electronic benefit transfer
(EBT) cards, WIC, Senior Farmers Market
Nutrition Program benefits and SNAP
dollars, which are doubled. For more
information, contact Jon Mitchell at
jmitchell@chrysaliscenterct.org or
860-263-4698.

Amazon Smile Benefits Chrysalis Center

W

ho doesn’t love shopping on Amazon? The next time you shop,
shop with AmazonSmile and help support Chrysalis Center!
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of every purchase to Chrysalis Center – when you choose them as your
charity of choice.
It’s that easy! Sign up today at smile.amazon.com and select “Chrysalis
Center” as the charitable organization you would like to support.
Every purchase you make will result in a donation to Chrysalis Center!
Thank you!
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Chrysalis Center accepts MasterCard, Visa, American
Express and Discover. Please visit our website to
donate online, purchase event tickets, or sponsor
a fundraising event. The Chrysalis Connection is
a publication distributed by Chrysalis Center, Inc.,
a non-profit charitable organization serving the
Connecticut area. For more information, or to add
a friend to our mailing list please contact
Adria Giordano, Director of Development at
(860) 263-4425 or by email at
agiordano@chrysaliscenterct.org.

Join Us and Help Support Chrysalis Center!

CONNECTICUT SUN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL GAME VS CHICAGO SKY
Friday, September 6, 2019

7:30 pm

Mohegan Sun Arena, Uncasville, CT

Building

Join Chrysalis Center as the Connecticut Sun take on the Chicago Sky! To purchase
tickets, visit www.chrysaliscenterct.org/events. Each ticket invites you to participate
in the “Fan Tunnel” and high five players as they enter the arena
during the second half.

15TH ANNUAL BUTTERFLY BASH

Thursday, October 10, 2019 6 - 9:30 pm Hartford Marriott Downtown, Hartford, CT
Join us for the 15th Annual Butterfly Bash! This signature fundraising event for
Chrysalis Center, raises much needed funds to support the agency’s mission to provide
supportive services to assist people in need to transform their lives.
To purchase tickets, visit: www.chrysaliscenterct.org/events
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COMEDY NIGHT TO BENEFIT ST. PHILIP HOUSE

Saturday, November 23, 2019

7 - 10:00 pm

Nuchie’s Restaurant, Bristol, CT

Join us for an evening of laughs with comedians Kareem Blue and Adam Parisi to
benefit St. Philip House, a program of Chrysalis Center, which supports those living with
HIV/AIDS, as well as their families. Each ticket includes complimentary wine and beer
for first hour, delicious appetizers, Italian dinner buffet, and fabulous entertainment.
To purchase tickets, visit www.chrysaliscenterct.org/events.
Please be sure to like us on social media & check our website for more details!

